




In the Beginning 

In the spring of 1974, John and Nancy Keller suggested to the
Thurston Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
that it sponsor a musical comedy featuring Thurston parents and
teachers. The Kellers agreed to produce and direct the
production, and in March 1975, “The Great Cat-B” played to
capacity crowds at Clague Middle School Auditorium. 

Elated by this first success, the PTO agreed to continue
sponsorship of this project in 1976 and 1977. As this annual
production became a tradition, those involved decided to organize
and become the Thurston Community Players. 

Current Times 

The Thurston Play became an annual fundraiser, and over time,
other adults, including Thurston neighbors who did not have
children at the school, joined the fun. Beginning in 1997, Thurston
students joined in the cast. As those children grew up, middle
school, high school, and even college students began
participating in the plays, making this a truly multi-generational
group. A typical cast for a show runs to well over 100 actors
ranging in age from 5 to past 75; many more people work
backstage and in other production areas. 

Each year a group of volunteers first develops the plot for a play
and then writes an original script. The Lyrics Committee selects
songs and writes lyrics, and the choreographers create dance
numbers. Auditions are low stress; everyone who auditions gets a
part as long as they are willing to work hard and have fun. 

Why We Do It 

What started as an opportunity for Thurston parents and teachers
to get to know each other has grown to provide financial support
for the PTO as well as many more intangible benefits. These plays
have brought the community together and has formed bonds of
friendship and cooperation with those in our community. It is an
annual tradition that cannot be missed. 

About The Thurston Players





Directors’ Note
Wow, what a difference a year makes! Last year we had to pull in
friends and family to fill the roles written, and this year we had to
add roles to accommodate the number of actors that showed up
at auditions.

With all this new talent, we can’t wait to see what each new year
will look like as the young cast members from sheep to puppies
to mystical creatures evolve into bigger and brighter roles.

As we continue to grow, we encourage you to get involved next
year; if it takes a village to raise our children, we need the whole
community to put these shows together. We are eager to create
new habits while keeping the same great traditions that have
made this community what it is.

Kevin and I are excited to be returning this year. Kevin’s family
has been involved for seven years, and for my family, this is our
third year. 

Now, join us as we tell you the tale of how the littlest of
creatures can make the biggest impact on this world.

Kevin Cox and Katie Gilkey





Synopsis

Our story takes place in the enchanting kingdoms of Angerwat
and Thorstone. When a peagle named Wagsmatail is stolen, a
queen declares war, setting off a series of comic missteps,
heartfelt moments, and a battle for succession among three
very different princesses. As alliances shift and unexpected
bonds form, this tale of rivalry and redemption will leave
audiences laughing and inspired by the enduring power of love,
loyalty, and leadership.





Directors/Producers

Co-Directors:
Kevin Cox & Katie Gilkey 

Music Director: 
Carol Collins 

Internal Producer:
Jen Connell

External Producer:
Libby Benton

TCP BOARD

President: Susan Wyman 
Vice President: Sathish Arcot 
Treasurer: Wenjing Weng 
Madhur Agarwal
Peter Andruskiewicz
Libby Benton
Vasudha Chandramouli
Carol Collins 
Jen Connell

Kevin Cox 
Katie Gilkey 
Lizzie Hish 
Mary Manthey 
Kami Meader
Kristin Muehlhauser
Regina Schneider 
Laurin Tuxbury-Elliott 
Dick Vail 



Cast (in order of appearance)
Peagle...............................................................Jackson Potter 
Finister.......................................................Adam Muehlhauser
Alister.................................................................Ben Gaughran
Elister..........................................................Amanda Gebhardt
Eleanor, Queen of Angerwat...........................Kerry Gaughran 
Duncan, Prince of Angerwat............................Saumil Agarwal 
Surly.................................................................Sloane Hatcher 
Mangy.................................................................Janie McInnis
Patsy..........................................................................Avery Cox
Herald................................................................Oscar Ramsey
Esther...........................................................................Lyla Cox 
Smithy........................................................................Phil Zaret 
Mouse.................................................................Barbara Zaret
Winifred..................................................................Katie Gilkey 
Alexandrea..........................................Vasudha Chandramouli
Erasnia................................................................Kara Samulak 
Brigida.........................................................Leela Ramaswami
Baldassare..............................................Madhan Ramaswami 
Charlotte, Princess of Thorstone........................Chloe Sasena
Claudia.............................................................Maysie McLeod
Freya, Princess of Thorstone.......................Amelia Schneider
Gretchen...........................................................Kristin LeSueur 
Eve..........................................................................Jen Connell
Hilga...................................................................Erica Dierkens 
Matilda, Princess of Thorstone.........................Jolene Sasena
Von Killjoy.........................................................Liam Nordness
Erik, King of Thorstone...................................Andrew Ramsey 
Lassie...................................................................Jamie Lawler
Bunny...........................................................Annabelle Goebel
Buster.....................................................................Melody Mei
Dara.......................................................................Ada O’Reilly



Cast
(Continued)

Fluffy.................................................................Maddy Surerus
Mayhem....................................................................Lillian Fox
Rihanna.................................................................Ellie Stricker
Swifty....................................................................Irene Colone
Principal............................................................Cory McElmeel

Sheep: Alessandra  Aranda, Calvin  Bouchard,
Basil  Cianfrocco, Robert  Concannon, Mary  Fuller,
Arwen  Gaughran, Tarron  Gaughran, Evelyn  Gebhardt,
June  Golembiewski, Joel  Inaba, Filippa  Johansson,
Walter  Joque, Alice  Kelly, Jack  Krohn, Liara  LeSueur,
Jasmine  Mao, Blitz  Naguib, Maya  Rosero, Mary  Samulak,
Georgiana  Szepietowski

Mystical Creatures: Paul  Andruskiewicz, Rimonah  Bricker,
Juniper  Cianfrocco, Airlie  Holcombe, Zelda  Joque,
Libby  Krohn, Izza  Muneeb, Rachel  Park, Leah  Pearson,
Adaline  Rutan, Isabel  Samulak, Seona  Sathe,
Sadie  Surerus, Cecilia  Wentworth

Angerwat Invaders: Sadhya  Arcot, Rowan  Bouchard,
Jack  Concannon, Hopen  Ding, Bobby  Fox,
Ezra  Gabison‑Gross, Nora  Hames‑Frazier, Kensei  Jinmon,
Alice  Kato, Max  McInnis, Ben  Muehlhauser, Maya  Oana,
Lucas  Rosero, Ginny  Vial, Sullivan  Wentworth, Jacey  Zuo

Puppies: Mackenzie  Connell, Elena  Fridman, Maya  Fuller,
Healey  Gabison‑Gross, Delilah  Gilkey, Eloise  Goodspeed,
Paolina  Hull, Riley  Lawler-Ernt, Liesl  Naguib, Lucy  Oram,
Greyson  Tuxbury‑Elliot, Amber  Yu





ACT I
Scene 1....………….................………………....……....................Angerwat
Scene 2...............................................................Thorstone Courtyard
     Song A: We’re So Excited
Scene 3..............................................................Princesses’ Bedroom
     Song B: The Peagle Sleeps Tonight
Scene 4.............................................................................Countryside
Scene 5...........................................Grove of Sacred Standing Stones
     Song C: Under the Trees
Scene 6.....................................................Royal Garden; Countryside
Scene 7...............................................................Thorstone Courtyard
     Song D: Today’s the Day

~ Intermission ~

ACT II
Scene 1...........................................Grove of Sacred Standing Stones
     Song E: Take This
Scene 2..........................................................................Royal Garden
Scene 3...............................................................Thorstone Courtyard
     Song F: We’re Gonna Get Ya
Scene 4..........................................................................Royal Garden
Scene 5...............................................................Thorstone Courtyard
     Song G: Thorstone Rocks

Scenes and Musical Numbers



HAPPY HOUR 4PM - 6PM MONDAY THROUGH
FRIDAY 

SPECIAL DRINK AND FOOD MENU 

5151 PLYMOUTH RD ANN ARBOR MI 48105
WWW.MOONWINKSA2.COM 734-994-5151

FREE
 KIDS MEAL WITH THE

PURCHASE
OF A REGULAR PRICED MENU

ITEM.  12  AND UNDER LIMIT ONE
PER ADULT.

50% OFF
SHARABLE PIZZA 

LIMIT ONE PER CHECK

Laith Al-Saadi Live
Every Tuesday 

SCAN
FOR

MUSIC
LINE UP

AND
MENU

LIVE MUSIC 6 DAYS A
WEEK

KIDS EAT FREE MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS
FREE KIDS MEAL WITH THE PURCHASE OF A REGULAR PRICED MENU

ITEM. AGE 12 AND UNDER, LIMIT ONE PER ADULT, BETWEEN 5PM - 8PM



Song A: “We’re So Excited” (Act I, Scene 2)
In the style of the Pointer Sisters, “I’m So Excited”

 
Today, today, he’s gonna make it happen,
Today we’ll put our differences aside.
Gather round and listen to the message,
We’ll find out if retirement’s on his mind.

Will Matilda, be the Queen, and her groom beside her,
Or too busy, with wedding plans, will she even want the crown?
Or is King Eric excited for his hound?!

We’re so excited, and we just can’t hide it,
Rumors ‘bout to lose control and we think we like it!
We’re so excited, and we just can’t hide it,
We know, we want to hear the news, yes we want to, want to!

We are all thinking about the future,
Except Charlotte who only wants more views.
And then there is young Freya, the youngest daughter,
If she’s the one in charge we can’t refuse.

Let’s get excited, we just can’t hide it,
Rumors ‘bout to lose control and we think we like it!
We’re so excited, and we just can’t hide it,
We know, we want to hear the news, yes we want to, want to!



Song B: “The Peagle Sleeps Tonight” 
(Act I, Scene 3)

In the style of the Tokens, “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”
 

Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away,
Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away,
Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away,
Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away.

In the kingdom, the mighty kingdom, the peagle sleeps tonight.
In the kingdom, the quiet kingdom, the peagle sleeps tonight.
Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away,
Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away.

Will the peagle be counting sheep, or counting chewy toys?
Will the princesses sleep tonight, or is there too much noise?
Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away,
Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away,

Who will comfort the barking peagle, 
And soothe him back to sleep?
Who will love and adore the peagle? 
Now let’s hear from the sheep.

Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away,
Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away,
Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away,
Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away, Sleep away.



Song C: “Under the Trees” (Act I, Scene 5)
In the style of “Under the Sea” from The Little Mermaid

 

The moon light is always brighter,
With a coin dropped in the pond.
You dream about coming out here,
Into the world beyond.

Just look at our world around you,
Right here on the forest floor.
Wonderful traditions ‘round you,
What more are you lookin' for?

Under the trees,
Under the trees,
Nothing is better,
Than being together,
Happy and free.

Those silly humans work all day,
While we get to frolic, leap, & play,
While we are dancing,
And we are prancing,
Under the trees.

Our forest is always greener,
Unlike their castle stone.
They may have lots of riches,
But we always have our home.

Tradition is all around you,
So much wonder to explore.
Mystical creatures 'round you,
Come in through the fairy door.

Under the trees,
Under the trees,
Nothing is better,
Than when we’re together,
Happy and free!



SUPPORTING WASHTENAW
COUNTY RESIDENTS 

FEDUP MINISTRIES

Our Programs
FedUp

WashUp
LiftUp
Thrive

Jobs

free meal program mobile shower
& laundry facility free breakfast
and worship service weekly support
circle for people with lived
experience of homelessness or
food insecurity

Support us! Book
us to cater your

next event or
donate at

fedupministries.org

Mini Chef Camp Email us at
info@fedupministries.org to learn
more about our cooking program

for children!



Song D: “Today’s the Day” (Act I, Scene 7)
In the style of the Black Eyed Peas, “I Gotta Feeling” 

I gotta feeling, that Freya’s gonna be a great queen,
That Freya’s gonna be a great queen,
That Freya’s gonna be a great, great queen! [repeat with a-woo]

Today’s the day, the queen is picked,
The dog has barked, let’s go with it!
Go out and yell it, that she’s the one,
Let’s party right now, and have some... FUN!

I know that we'll have it all,
If we go with the king we might have a ball,
I feel stressed out, I wanna let it go,
Without our Matilda, we’re losing all control.

So here we are, hey what’s up?
It’s time to dance (move it move it), we’re taking... off!
We love our town, she’s got the crown,
So here’s the proof, and then we'll do it again.

Let's do it, let's do it, let's do it, let's do it,
And do it, and do it, (let's live it up),
And do it, and do it, and do it, do it, do it,
Let's do it, let's do it, let's do it, do it, do it, do it.

I got a feeling (a-woo!), that Freya’s gonna be a great queen,
That Freya’s gonna be a great queen,
That Freya’s gonna be a great, great queen! [repeat]

A-woooo!







Jackson, thank you for generously donating your
ad space to support our non-profit! Your
kindness helps us further our mission and we
truly appreciate it. Wishing you all the best in
your performance!

COME DISCOVER & EXPLORE!
ANN ARBOR HANDS-ON MUSEUM 

Open six days a week 

10am-5pm (Closed Mondays)

Memberships Available 
WE SUPPORT ACCESS FOR ALL!
School scholarships + $3 admission(

Rentals, Summer Camp, Preschool,
Birthdays, Critter House, Family

Programming and more!

*Our trails, Raptor enclosures and Nature
Playscape are always free & open sun up to
sun down.

LESLIE SCIENCE & NATURE CENTER 

www.discoverscienceandnature.org

for EBT/WIC card holders)







Song E: “Take This” (Act II, Scene 1)
In the style of Twisted Sister, “We’re Not Gonna Take It”

 

We're not gonna take it,
No, we ain't gonna take it,
We're not gonna take it anymore!

He’s got no right to choose, and
There ain't no way we'll let him.
This is our life, and he is wrong.

We'll fight for the eldest princess,
Don't make us have to pick less.
An insurrection? It won’t be long!

We're not gonna take it,
No, we ain't gonna take it,
We're not gonna take it anymore!

The king is condescending,
This drama is never ending,
We want tradition to be the rule.

Von Killjoy is so jaded,
The crown’s been abdicated,
Don’t make us all lose our cool.

Woah-oh-oh,
Woah-oh-oh,
We're right,
We're free,
We'll fight,
You'll see.

Whoa, we're not gonna take it,
No, we ain't gonna take it,
We're not gonna take it anymore!

We're not gonna take it,
No, we ain't gonna take it,
We're not gonna take it anymore!



Inno Education is excited to host our 6th annual
two-week summer program in July designed to

help local middle school students pursue
intellectual interests and grow as individuals.

The Inno Institute offers students the chance to
participate in a variety of interdisciplinary
academic courses developed to provoke

thoughtfulness and collaboration. Our campers
learn to approach problems as challenges and

face "mistakes" as learning opportunities. 

educationinno@gmail.com

July 7 - 18
Washtenaw

Community College
REGISTER AT

educationinno.org

READY TO HAVE FUN?
MAKE NEW FRIENDS?

HAVE THE BEST SUMMER
EVER?



Song F: “We’re Gonna Get Ya” (Act II, Scene 3)
In the style of Blondie, “One Way Or Another” 

[Verse]
One way or another, we’re gonna find ya,
We’re gonna find ya, find ya, find ya, find ya.
One way or another, we’re gonna get ya,
We’re gonna get ya, get ya, get ya, get ya.
One way or another, we’re gonna beat ya,
We’re gonna beat ya, beat ya, beat ya, beat ya.
Come out, come out right now,
Retaliation! 
Retribution!! 
Vengeance!!!

[Queen Eleanor]
You have run out of time.
You must now pay for your crime,
Give me what’s mine.

[All - Repeat Verse]

[Queen Eleanor]
Vengeance is sweet they all say,
It will be mine today,
Today you must pay.

[All - Repeat Verse]





Song G: “Thorstone Rocks” (Act II, Scene 5)
In the style of Taylor Swift, “Shake It Off” 

[Verse 1]
Our queen is so great, she’ll help in every way,
I heard the peagle say, mm, I heard the peagle say, mm.
The old king was okay, but now he’s gone away,
At least that's what people say, mm, that's what people say, mm.

[Pre-chorus + Chorus]
So now we’re movin’, Thorstone is improvin’,
The queen’s counsel’s approvin’ all the laws,
So we’re gonna be alright.

‘Cause our kingdom is the best best best best best,
Yeah it’s better than the rest rest rest rest rest,
You can put us to the test test test test test,
Thorstone Rocks, Thorstone Rocks!

Von Killjoy was a pest pest pest pest pest,
And our jester’s gonna jest jest jest jest jest,
You never would have guessed guessed guessed guessed guessed,
Thorstone Rocks, Thorstone Rocks!

[Verse 2]
Princesses on their feet, no longer countin’ sheep,
And they want everyone to see, mm, want everyone to see, mm.
Angerwat’s down the road, old king and queen will share the load,
It’s happy ever after, mm, yeah happy ever after, mm.

[Repeat Pre-chorus and Chorus]



Production Crew

Music:
Director: Carol Collins 
Co-Director: Jamie Lawler
Pianists: Sreshta Arcot, Allen Bai, Jonathan Mei, Dan Oram
Bass: Ryan Matthews
Drums: Lawrence Krass 
Synthesizer and Saxophone: Doug Wochna 
Guitar: Nate Dubetz 
Music Rehearsal Assistants: Ben Gaughran, 
Kerry Gaughran, Kelly Krohn, Jamie Lawler

Choreography: Vasudha Chandramouli, Laurin  Tuxbury‑Elliott
(Leads); Erica Dierkens, Barbara Figaj-Fridman, Kerry  Gaughran,
Cathy Gorga, Kami  Meader, Kara Samulak

Writing: Kami Meader, Phil Zaret (Leads); Tracy Briggs,
Robert  Fox, Patrick McLeod, Dick Vail, Alex Van Laven,
Michael  Zielinski 

Script Committee: Tracy Briggs, Kevin Cox, Robert Fox,
Katie  Gilkey, Leah Klass, Patrick McLeod, Kami Meader,
Meghan  Meader, Madhan Ramaswami, Andrew Ramsey,
Constance Sundria, Jada Sundria, Dick Vail, Alex Van Laven,
Phil  Zaret, Michael Zielinski

Editing Committee: Kami Meader, Phil Zaret, Michael Zielinski

Lyrics Committee: Tracy Briggs, Elizabeth Druga, Robert Fox,
Katie Gilkey, Jamie Lawler, Laurin Tuxbury‑Elliott, Phil Zaret



Production Crew 
(Continued)

Backstage Producer: Sathish Arcot

Stage Managers: Peter Andruskiewicz & Dick Vail

Set & Props Builders: Paul Andruskiewicz, Peter Andruskiewicz,
Sadhya Arcot, Sathish Arcot, Rowan Bouchard, Jeremy Bricker,
Rimonah Bricker, Lyla Cox, Bennett Goebel,
Amelia  Golembiewski, Henry Golembiewski, Henry
Golembiewski, Alice Kato, Becky  Kato, Mira Kato, Rei Kato,
Elizabeth Kline, Kami Meader, Leigh  Remsberg, Sophie
Remsberg, Megan Sabato, Theodore  Sabato, Zac Sabato, Chloe
Sasena, Jolene Sasena, Adina Schoem, Noa Schoem‑Vainner, Dick
Vail, Cecilia  Wentworth, Dave Wentworth, Jessica Wentworth,
Sullivan  Wentworth, Jacey Zuo

Stage Crew: Peter  Andruskiewicz, Sathish  Arcot, Jeremy  Bricker,
Amelia  Golembiewski, Ed  Golembiewski, Henry  Golembiewski,
Bennett  Goebel, Mira Kato, Rei Kato, Elizabeth  Kline, Kami  Meader,
Sophie  Remsberg, Megan Sabato, Theodore  Sabato, Zac Sabato,
Adina Schoem, Noa  Schoem‑Vainner, Dick Vail, Cecilia Wentworth,
Dave  Wentworth 

Props: Stacy Davis & Jessica Wentworth

Sound: Dennis O’Reilly

Lights: Elliot Gray, Oliver Gray, Amelie Sasena

Auditorium Manager: Drue Gray



Production Crew
(Continued)

Costumes: Allison Jeter, Regina Schneider (Leads);
Robyn  Anspach, Barbara Figaj‑Fridman, Theresa Hull, Yina Li,
Maysie McLeod, Smitha Ramani, Alice Sanderson, Jolene Sasena

Make-up: Allison Jeter, Regina Schneider (Leads);
Elizabeth  Aranda, Amanda Gebhardt, Jamie Lawler,
Kristin  LeSueur, Alice  Sanderson

Cue Runners: Madhur Agarwal (Lead); Sarah Kempke,
Richard  Pearson, Leigh Remsberg, Winnie Sathe,
Ramona  Stricker, Baolin Yu

Prompting: Lizzie Hish 

Curtain Puller: Derek Gilkey

Recording: Sreshta Arcot, Allen Bai, Jamie Lawler, Jonathan  Mei,
Dan Oram, Doug Wochna

Childcare: Madhur Agarwal (Lead); Elizabeth Aranda,
Deb  Fuller, Jennifer Inaba, Yumiko Jinmon, Becky Kato,
Patrick  Kelly, Mayeesha Muneeb, Jonas Olsson, Jaehong Park,
Cat  Rutan, Emily Stewart

Program: Caroline Gross (Lead); Proofreading: Katie  Gilkey,
Libby Benton, Jamie Lawler, Susan Wyman

Advertising & PR: Michael Cianfrocco (Lead); Jinny Potter

Volunteer Coordinator: Mary Manthey



Break a leg,
Amelia!

Love, Mom, Dad,
Aspen, Oliver, and

Zuri

Production Crew
(Continued)

Poster Art: Jamie Lawler 

Web Design: Rob Goodspeed

Video Production: Holly Rosero

Photography: Alisa Cox and Sophie Gibson

Cast Party: Kristin Muehlhauser

Tickets, Concessions & Cast Refreshments: Laura  McInnis
(Lead); Erin Bailey, Natalie Burg, Teresa Hatcher, Chris McInnis,
Tricia  Oana, Yani Qian, Emma Smith, Lu Wang 







Co n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,
T h u r s to n  Co m m u n i t y

P l a ye r s !
- C h r i s  Wa t s o n  

Ann Arbor City Council, Ward 2

Paid for by the Committee to Elect
Chris Watson 1490 BARDSTOWN

TRL.  ANN ARBOR, MI 48105



Congratulations Eloise! 
 
We’re so proud of our favorite kitten
turned salamander turned puppy! 

Love, 

Mama, Daddy, and Henry 





Ellie Stricker

Congratulations! We're so

very prou
d of you! · Your

hard work has paid off. -

xo- Papa, 
Mami & Maria



Janie and Max,

One way or 
another, you’re
a star!

Love, Mom 
and Papa

Chloe, We hope you had fun
bringing all that Charlotte energy
to the stage! We’ve enjoyed
watching you perform these past
12 years.

Love, Mom, Dad & Amelie





If you are interested, please contact:

ipthurstonplayers@gmail.com 

Collaborate with neighbors and 
friends! 

Think this play is fantastic and want
to be a part of writing next year’s
play? 

Come join us this summer as we
brainstorm next year’s play.

No experience necessary! 



SOCCERWISE

COMPETITION CHARACTER COMMUNITY 

BEST KICKS
IN TOWN
SINCE 2005 

NEW CRUSHLINGS for 2.5-3.5 year olds
competitive travel teams for 7-19 year olds
SUMMER DAY CAMPS
programs for 4-7 year olds




